Synthesis of optically active constrained 2-substituted norstatines: a straightforward application of Seebach's "SRS" synthetic principle.
A straightforward two-step methodology of synthesis of optically active (2R)-substituted norstatines via addition of N-tert-butoxycarbonyl-substituted aldimines to (2S)-chiral enolates of 1,3-dioxolan-4-ones has been developed. In particular, the use of the natural (2S)-malic acid is examined for the synthesis of potential GABAergic spirocyclic gamma-lactams.